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Prologue by the translator 

All praise is for Allah Alone who blessed this servant to 

translate a work of an exceedingly famous personality in the 

Islamic world. His name and fame is profoundly honourable 

in the circles of the scholars and saints alike, for he was a 

meeting point between the two oceans. He is Ahmad, 

famously referred to as Shah Waliyullah with an appellation 

of ‘Muhaddith e Dehlawi’. Though, this appellation was first 

used for the personality of Shah Abdul Haq Muhaddith 

Dehlawi {ه
 

 the scholar from Bukhara who later settled {ر يض ا هلل اعتيل عن

in Delhi during the Mughal reign. Shah Abdul Haq {ه
 

 {ر يض ا هلل اعتيل عن

was the noteworthy individual responsible to disseminate the 

knowledge of Hadith throughout the landscape of India. He 

passed away in Delhi in the year 1642 [1058 AH].  

As for Shah Waliyullah Muhaddith Dehlawi {ه
 

 the – {ر يض ا هلل اعتيل عن

author of this epistle – he was born in India, during the reign 

of Sultan Aurangzeb, in the year 1703 [1114 AH]. His 

esteemed father was Shah Abd Ar-Raheem Muhaddith 

Dehlawi {ه
 

 a magnificent scholar and Sufi of his – {ر يض ا هلل اعتيل عن

time, the founder of Madrasah Rahimiya and one from the 

400 scholars to compile the legendary Fatawa Alamghiriya. 

Shah Waliyullah was the disciple of his noble father in the 

Naqshbandi spiritual order linking to Mujaddid Alf e Thaani 

Shaykh Ahmad Sirhindi {ه
 

  .{ر يض ا هلل اعتيل عن

Being a scholarly Sufi of amazing calibre, his son – Shah 

Abdul Aziz Muhaddith Dehlawi, also attained high prestige in 

this field by following his father’s footsteps. Thereafter came 

one of the grandsons of Shah Waliyullah {ه
 

 Ismail – {ر يض ا هلل اعتيل عن
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Dehlawi, the founder of the Wahaabi movement in the 

subcontinent. Ismail Dehlawi not only opposed the belief 

system of the entire Ummah but his statements in his 

infamous book – Taqwiyatul Iman – opposed the very 

ideology and Islamic creed of his noble grandfather – Shah 

Waliyullah {ه
 

 There is a famous saying in Urdu, ‘Be .{ر يض ا هلل اعتيل عن

careful with the flame inside the house for it may burn the 

house’ – and this is the case here where Ismail Dehlawi’s 

barbaric book indicated that his uncle and forefathers were 

tainted with polytheism [Allah Forbid!]. 

This epistle clearly demonstrates that the creed of Shah 

Waliyullah and Shah Abdur Raheem [may Allah be pleased 

with them] was unlike that of their descendent – Ismail 

Dehlawi. These forty dreams and visions is a clear indication 

to every intellectual that in the later years, the spiritual 

inheritor of the beliefs and the way of Shah Waliyullah { ر يض ا هلل

ه

 

 was none other than Imam Ahmad Rida Al-Baraylawi {اعتيل عن

ه}
 

 who defended the way and the honour of these – {ر يض ا هلل اعتيل عن

saints. In the field of Hadith transmission, Imam Ahmad Rida 

ه}
 

ه} is linked to Shah Waliyullah {ر يض ا هلل اعتيل عن
 

 through two {ر يض ا هلل اعتيل عن

personalities as follows: 

Shah Waliyullah [d.1762]  Shah Abdul Aziz [d.1824]  

Shah Ale Rasool of Marehra [d.1879]  Imam Ahmad Rida 

[d.1921]. May Allah Ta’ala be pleased with them.   

Shah Waliyullah Muhaddith Dehlawi {ه
 

 passed away {ر يض ا هلل اعتيل عن

in the year 1762 [1176 AH] at the age of 59, in Delhi. His 

grave is in the Mehdian cemetery which is situated east of 

Connaught place. The noble Muhaddith is buried next to his 
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father, his son and his brothers. May Allah have mercy on 

them!  

This work was translated with the intention of pleasing my 

Creator and to allow the readers a sketch of the spiritual 

domain inhabited by the friends of Allah. May Allah Ta’ala 

cause it to become beneficial for all the believers! 

Salutations in abundance be upon His Eminence – Hadrat 

Muhammad Al-Mustafa {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} and his noble Family, his 

blessed Companions and the army of his friends.  

Khaadim al-Mashaaikh 

Tehseen Raza Hamdani  

[Nuri]     
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Dedicated to my master and my spiritual aid  

The Knower of Allah 

The Crown of Islam 

The noble Qaadhi & The elite Mufti 

 

Shaykh Al-Islam  

Muhammad Akhtar Rida Khan 

Al-Qaadiri 

 

[May Allah sanctify his noble soul] 
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Prologue by Shah Waliyullah ه
 

 ر يض ا هلل اعتيل عن

All praise is for Allah Alone who raised the position of His 

Beloved {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} to such an extent that whoever is blessed to see 

him in a dream has indeed seen him. Allah Ta’ala has not 

allowed the devil an iota of power to assume the form of His 

Messenger {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص}. I hereby testify that there is none worthy of 

worship besides Allah. He is the Unique One without any 

partners. I also hereby testify that our Master, Hadrat 

Muhammad Mustafa {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} is his special servant and His 

Messenger, and he is the possessor of the pedestal of the great 

intercession. Salutations and greetings be upon his Eminence, 

and upon his illustrious family and companions; those who 

are the stars of guidance and leaders of piety.  

This insignificant mendicant, Ahmad, who is known as 

Waliyullah ibn Abdur Raheem Al ‘Umri Ad-Dehlawi; hereby 

states that from the Prophetic Narrations the following are the 

forty narrations that have reached me either through the realm 

of the dreams or through the vision of the sanctified soul [of 

the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص]. I have hereby collected all of them in this 

epistle. Some of the narrations are such that I have retrieved 

them directly from his Eminence {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} without any chain of 

transmission; and others have either one or two narrators 

linking myself to his Eminence {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص}. Therefore I have named 

this epistle as ‘Ad-Durr Ath-Thameen fi Mubashhiraat An-

Nabi Al-Ameen’ {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص}. 
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Vision 1 – Diverse forms of the Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} 

I saw the Leader of all Messengers {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} in a dream and that I 

am present and seated before him. He has placed his noble 

chin upon his sanctified chest, absolutely engrossed in 

contemplation. At that instant, three forms of his sanctified 

figure manifested within me. His first form was that of Jism 

Makhrooti in which both [upper and lower] sections of his 

illuminated body were extended. However, the lower section 

was seen to be more expanded than the upper body. The 

second form was that of Jism Matbooh as if a wooden stick 

was compressed within a solid element. The third form was 

that of something heavy on the Oud stick on the ground.  

Later on it was revealed upon me that the first form is an 

indication of his association that combined both his physical 

greatness and spiritual force. The second form is an indication 

of the spiritual seekers who attain greatness by utter humility. 

The third form is an indication of the spiritually intoxicated 

dervishes
1
 whose associations are attached in the pedestal of 

nearness. In this way, I understood the interpretations of these 

three forms. The Messenger of Allah {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} lifted up his head 

and smiled, and raised his noble hands to accept my pledge of 

allegiance. I proceeded towards him until my knees touched 

the knees of the Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص}. He held my hands, thereafter 

bowed his sanctified head by placing his chin on his noble 

chest and becoming engrossed in contemplation once again, 

                                                           
1
 Majzoobeen, a plural form of the word Majzoob and they refer to a 

category of saints who have become preponderant in the station of 

Jazb. Jazb is the state of spiritual ecstasy that enraptures the heart 

with Divine Love of Allah.    
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by closing his eyes. I also followed his way and lowered my 

head and closed my eyes. At that moment all the associations 

became manifested within me that I understood beforehand.        

Vision 2 – The noble cloak of the Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} 

On one occasion in the town of Khambayat, I was in a state of 

spiritual engrossment [Muraaqiba] after the Asr Prayer – 

when the sanctified soul of the Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} manifested and 

it placed a cloak over me. At that instant, some secrets of the 

fields of Shari’ah became evident and this state continued to 

increase with momentum throughout my life.   

Vision 3 – The noble grandsons of the Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} 

I saw in my dream that Hadrat Hasan {ه
 

 and Hadrat {ر يض ا هلل اعتيل عن

Hussain {ه
 

ر يض ا هلل } have entered my house. Imam Hasan {ر يض ا هلل اعتيل عن

ه

 

 had a pen with a blunt end. He raised his hand in order {اعتيل عن

to give me that pen and then he said, ‘This pen belongs to my 

grandfather, the Messenger of Allah {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص}’. Suddenly, he held 

his hand and said, ‘O Hadrat Hussain {ه
 

 ’.repair this ,{ر يض ا هلل اعتيل عن

After the pen was repaired, it was presented to me. Thereafter 

a cloak was presented and Hadrat Hussain {ه
 

 said {ر يض ا هلل اعتيل عن

while lifting the cloak, ‘This cloak belongs to my grandfather, 

the Messenger of Allah {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص}.’ Then he wrapped the sanctified 

cloak over me and from then onwards my heart opened up to 

writing Islamic literature and for this I am grateful to Allah.  
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Vision 4 – ‘I was a Prophet at that time’ 

During my spiritual rapture [Muraaqiba], I asked the 

Messenger of Allah {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} to explain the meaning of the 

Hadith: 

 كنت نبياو ادم من جدل بني املاء والطني

“I was a Prophet at the time when Adam was between water 

and clay”
2
 

Therefore the sanctified soul of the Messenger of Allah {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} 

manifested before me and I was shown his noble form which 

was in existence before the creation of his physical body. This 

form was illuminating the universe at the time when the figure 

of Adam { ام هيلع
ل
 was in the process of being created. This was { ا 

indicated to us with the words ‘I was a Prophet at the time…’ 

Hence, when the Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} was born with his physical 

body, all the previous forms were placed within him that 

revealed his knowledge without any limits. 

Vision 5 – Explanation of a Hadith 

I asked the Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} during my spiritual exercises the 

meaning of the Hadith in which someone asked him,  

 اين كان ربنا قبل ان خيلق خلقه
“Where was our Lord before He created the creation?” 

                                                           
2
 A similar Hadith is mentioned in Jaami’ Tirmidhi, Kitaab Al 

Manaaqib, Hadith 3609  
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And in reply, the Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} replied, 

 

حتته هواء وما فوقه هواء كان ىف عماء ما  
“He was in a veil that there was nothing above Him and 

nothing beneath Him”
3
 

 

Therefore the sanctified soul of the Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} became 

manifest before me and his soul was in a state of boundless 

illumination. This form was far greater in its profoundness 

that envelopes beams of light. Then it was told [to me] that 

this light is that radiance about which it has been indicated 

and the form that manifested was that veil and the beams of 

light refers to the power which has been directed to in the 

words of Allah: 

 وهو القاهر فوق عباده
“And He is the Irresistible One over his servants”

4
 

 

Vision 6 – The glad tidings of the Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص}  

The Prophet of Allah {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} once indicated towards me in my 

spiritual rapture and said,  

                                                           
3
 Jaami’ Tirmidhi,  Hadith 3109 

4
 Holy Qur’an [6:18]. It should be understood that this sort of 

statements are metaphorical for the purpose of understanding the 

subject. Since the subject is that of Allah’s Divine Self the 

explanation that arises from it can only be understood by the saints 

of Allah. The laymen should not ponder over it.  
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‘It is the Will of Allah that whatever good qualities that have 

been set aside in this Ummah, to be granted to you” 

Vision 7 – A question posed to the Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} 

I asked the Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص}, through the spiritual prowess, 

whether I should accept the things of this world or should I 

leave everything connected to this world. So the sanctified 

soul of the Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} had such an impact on me that my 

heart became empty of things of this world. After a few 

moments, a sense of ecstasy enveloped me through which my 

outer form now accepts this world and my inner reality 

accepts only the Absolute Lord. 

Vision 8 –The two highest Companions 

I asked the Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص}, through the spiritual prowess, why 

is Hadrat Abu Bakr {ه
 

ه} and Hadrat Umar {ر يض ا هلل اعتيل عن
 

 {ر يض ا هلل اعتيل عن

greater than Hadrat Ali { رك  ا هلل و ههج  } whereas Hadrat Ali { رك  ا هلل و ههج  }  

is greater in terms of his lineage, superior in terms of 

knowledge and matchless in terms of his bravery? Moreover, 

all the saints are linked to him. In reply to this inquiry, my 

heart was illuminated with the blessings of the Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} 

through which I was answered. The summary of it is as 

follows: the Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} has two manifestations, outer and 

inner. The representation of his external manifestation was 

carried out by the Shaykhayn
5
 in such a way that they worked 

towards establishing justice and dignity among the people, 

and the effective propagation of the sacred Laws and 

                                                           
5
 Hadrat Abu Bakr and Hadrat Umar [may Allah be pleased with 

them] 
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judgements throughout the lands. In this way, these two 

Caliphs were a manifestation of the external form of the 

Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص}. As for his internal form, it has a connection to 

the spiritual culture of baqaa and fanaa and the retrieval of 

knowledge from the statements of the Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص}. This, to 

a certain extent, also falls under the external form.   

Vision 9 – The Shia’ sect 

I asked the Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} through a spiritual rapture, about the 

Shia’ sect. I was informed that this sect is false and its 

evidence is indicated by the use of the word ‘Imam’. When I 

left my spiritual trance I understood that they use the word 

Imam for a person who is sinless [ma’soom], and to follow 

this person is obligatory. Such a person is also believed to be 

a recipient of spiritual revelations. All of this is a definition of 

a Prophet. Therefore, from this creed the finality of 

Prophethood is falsified. May Allah guide them!  

 Vision 10 – Which Fiqh and Tariqa is superior? 

I asked the Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} about the various orders in Fiqh 

[Hanafi, Shaafi, Maaliki and Hanbali] and orders of 

spirituality [Qaadiri, Chishti, Suharwardi, Naqshbandi and so 

forth]. Which one does he prefer? My heart received the 

spiritual indications from him as he {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} said, ‘None of them 

have any superiority over other’
6
. 

                                                           
6
 They are all equal in the Divine Court of Allah and each of them is 

a route that ends at the same destination. The Shari’ah is the 
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Vision 11 – The importance of the outer appearance 

I have observed that the Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} is much pleased over 

the scholars and jurists who act in accordance to their 

knowledge and observe the ethics of their external 

appearances, than those Sufiya who focus only on their 

internal realities, meanwhile being less attentive on their 

external ethics and proficiencies
7
. 

Vision 12 – The Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} is an Intermediary 

Once I was overcome with the pangs of hunger, so I 

supplicated to Allah to provide me with something. At that 

moment, I saw the sanctified soul of the Messenger of Allah 

 .that it is descending from the sky with food in the hand {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص}

It struck me with the thought that perhaps Allah Almighty 

had informed His Messenger {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} about my predicament. So 

the Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} blessed me with food. In this way, my need 

was fulfilled.
8
    

Vision 13 – The Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} is a Distributor 

One night I was overcome with extreme thirst. At that 

moment, one of my friends was spiritually inspired to send me 

a bowl of milk as a gift. When the bowl arrived I drank it and 

                                                                                                               
external route and the Tariqah is the internal route. However, 

Tariqah only exists if the Shari’ah is followed.   
7
 This is because the Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} emphasised on both external 

ethics and internal realities. Moreover, the internal realities will 

remain defective as long as the external ethics remain incomplete. 
8
 The Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} is an intermediary and representative of Allah 

who helps the creation with the Divine Permission.   
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went to sleep. I was in the state of ablution and I saw the 

Messenger of Allah {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} who told me, ‘It was I who sent you 

this bowl of milk. The inspiration that your friend received 

was from me.”  

Vision 14 – Pledge of allegiance to the Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} 

My father
9
 narrated to me that he saw the Messenger of Allah 

 in his dream and he placed his hand in allegiance [ba’it] {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص}

to the Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} who taught him the way of affirmation 

and negation
10

, as it is the practice of the Sufis. Similarly, my 

father took my hand in allegiance, just as he did, and taught 

me the way of negation and affirmation, just as he was taught 

by the Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص}. 

Vision 15 – The blessed hair of the Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} 

My father informed me that once he was infected with a 

certain illness and he saw the Messenger of Allah {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} in a 

dream who asked him, ‘My son, what is your state?’ 

Thereafter the Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} gave him glad tidings on 

recovery and bestowed him with two strands of the luminous 

hair from his noble beard. At that instant, my father recovered 

spontaneously and woke up from his sleep to find the two 

sanctified strands of the noble hair with him. My father 

bestowed me with one strand of hair which is still in my 

possession. 

                                                           
9
 Shah Abdur Raheem Muhaddith Dehlawi [May Allah be pleased 

with him] 
10

 Referring to the article of Faith – Kalima Tayyibah 
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Vision 16 – The Durood that pleases the Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} 

My father ordered me to recite the following Durood; 

َملَِّسك َواِرَبَو ِهاِلَو ىِّمِّ ُااْل َىِبالنَّ ٍدمََّحلى ُمَع لَِّص مَُّهلّلَا  

He then informed me that once I recited this Durood in the 

presence of the Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} in a dream and he was pleased 

with it.  

Vision 17 – The Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} visits a Qaari in reality 

My father narrated to me that his Shaykh, Abdullah Qaari { مة  
ح
ر 

 ,said to him { ا هلل هيلع

‘I memorised the Holy Qur’an from a pious man who lived in 

the forests. Once we were revising the Holy Qur’an when 

suddenly a congregation of Arabs arrived at the scene. In front 

of this caravan was their leader who listened to the recitation 

of our teacher and said, “May Allah bless you! You have 

fulfilled the rights of the recitation of the noble Qur’an!” 

Then this congregation left us and another person who 

resembled him arrived and said, “I was informed by the 

Messenger of Allah {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} the previous night, in my dream, 

that he will be visiting a Qaari, in such and such forest, to 

listen to his recitation of the Holy Qur’an.” From this we 

understood that the leader of that caravan was none other than 

the Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص}.’ 

Shah Abdur Raheem said, ‘Our teacher said to us, ‘Indeed, I 

have seen the Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} with my physical eyes!’’  
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Vision 18 – A bread from the Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} 

My father informed me,  

‘In the initial years of tutelage, I intended to keep fasts 

continuously. Then after coming to know about the 

differences of opinion within the scholarly community, about 

this matter, I focused my attention towards the Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص}. 

I beheld the Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} in a dream who gave me a piece of 

bread. At that moment, Abu Bakr As-Siddiq { هر يض ا هلل

 

 ,said { اعتيل عن

‘Everyone is equal in terms of gifts’. So he took a piece from 

the bread. Then Hadrat Umar {ه

 

 said the same thing {ر يض ا هلل اعتيل عن

that everyone is equivalent in terms of gifts, so he also took a 

piece from it. Then Hadrat Uthmaan { هر يض 

 

ا هلل اعتيل عن } said, ‘Gifts 

are for everyone’, so I kindly requested, ‘If the entire bread is 

to be distributed then what will be left for me?’ Listening to 

this, Hadrat Uthmaan {ه
 

 did not ask for it and {ر يض ا هلل اعتيل عن

stopped. 

Vision 19 – Food from the Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} 

My noble father narrated to me once,  

‘Coincidently in the month of Ramadan I had to travel. The 

difficulties during the journey and the state of fast became 

problematic. At that precise moment my eyes closed and I 

saw the magnificent face of the Beloved of Allah {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} in a 

dream. He bestowed me with delicious food that comprised of 

rice, sweets, butter and other fragrant items. I ate to my fill 

and thereafter he gave me a glass of cold water which I drank 
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soothingly. When my eyes opened, my hunger and thirst had 

vanished and my fingers had a trace of saffron from the food.’   

Vision 20 – The Muhammadan beauty {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} 

My father said to me, 

‘A Hadith has reached me in which it is stated, 

 انا املح واخى يوسف اصبح
“I am elegant whereas my brother, Yusuf, is radiant’ 

 

The meaning of this Hadith confused me because in 

comparison to radiant quality the elegant quality is a means 

for intense admiration within the lovers. However, we know 

that in Egypt, the women cut their fingers and some people 

lost their lives by beholding the radiant beauty of Yusuf { هيلع

ام 
ل
 but we do not find a similar narration in relation to the {ا 

beauty of our Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص}. During these days of confusion, I 

beheld the Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} in a dream and asked him about this 

matter. The Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} replied,  

“Out of caution, Allah Ta’ala has veiled my true beauty from 

mankind. If my reality was to be disclosed, they would do 

more than what they did when they saw the beauty of Yusuf 

 ’{هيلع ا لام }
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Vision 21 – Prostration for the Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} 

My father informed me,  

‘I saw the Messenger of Allah {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} in a dream in which I 

was able to behold his magnificence and lustres, by the Will 

of Allah. Observing these manifestations I fell in prostration 

for the Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص}. The Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} placed his finger 

between his teeth and prohibited me from prostration.’ 

Vision 22 – Commemorating the birth of the Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} 

My father said to me, 

‘During the days of Mawlid I used to arrange food for the 

people. Coincidently, one year I could not do so because I did 

not have the means. I only had some chickpeas with me so I 

distributed these among the people. I then saw the Prophet 

 in a dream and there were those chickpeas placed before {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص}

him. He {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} seemed very pleased and delighted.’ 

Vision 23 – A question to Hadrat Ali ه
 

 ر يض ا هلل اعتيل عن

 My father said, 

‘Once I beheld Hadrat Ali Al-Murtada {ه
 

 .in a dream {ر يض ا هلل اعتيل عن

I asked him about my spiritual heart whether it has any 

affiliation akin to his affiliation with the Messenger of Allah 

 He told me, “Be attentive towards your heart and reveal .{ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص}

it before you.” As soon as it was revealed, he exclaimed, 

“Yes, yes, this is it”.  
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Vision 24 – Annihilation in the love of the Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} 

My father reported to me,  

‘I once beheld the Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} in a dream. He blessed me 

with authority that I surpassed all the states and stations and 

reached the pinnacle. Above this pinnacle nobody may 

proceed besides a Prophet of Allah. The Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص}, then, 

encapsulated my soul within his sanctified soul. In this state, I 

witnessed an ocean of fire, thereafter the realities of patience, 

trust and similar states were revealed for me. As if the primary 

stations were these and whatever passed before them were 

secondary in nature.’ 

Vision 25 – Shaykh An-Naqshband and Shaykh al-Jilaani 

My noble father said, 

‘I once beheld the Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} in a dream in which he was 

in a mosque that was pure as a ruby. The inside chamber was 

transparent from the outside and I saw that the Companions 

and the Saints that they were seated around him {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص}. When I 

reached the door of the mosque, I saw Shaykh Abd Al-Qaadir 

Al-Jilaani {ه
 

ر يض } and Shaykh Bahaauddin Naqshband {ر يض ا هلل اعتيل عن

ه

 

-both proceeding towards me. Hadrat Shaykh Abd Al {ا هلل اعتيل عن

Qaadir Al-Jilaani {ه
 

 then said, “I have a greater right {ر يض ا هلل اعتيل عن

over him because his forefathers are affiliated to my spiritual 

order.” Then Shaykh Bahaauddin Naqshband {ه
 

 ,said {ر يض ا هلل اعتيل عن

“My right is greater because he was nurtured by his maternal 

grandfather who was affiliated to my spiritual order.” Then it 

was decided between the two that initially Shaykh Naqshband 
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ه}
 

-will nurture me and thereafter Shaykh Abd Al {ر يض ا هلل اعتيل عن

Qaadir {ه
 

 will bestow me with whatever grace he {ر يض ا هلل اعتيل عن

wishes to bestow. Therefore, Shaykh Naqshband {ه
 

 {ر يض ا هلل اعتيل عن

took me inside the mosque and made me sit before the 

Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص}. The Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} opened his sanctified eyes 

from contemplation and placed his noble glance upon me 

before anyone else.’  

Vision 26 –The Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} knows about a Sayyid 

My father reported to me, 

‘There was a man who claimed to be a Sayyid but I had some 

doubts about his lineage. I saw, in a dream, that the Prophet 

 is reclining down on a bed and that the person, who I {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص}

doubted, is sleeping beneath the bed. The Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} said, 

“If he was not a Sayyid, he would not be resting beneath.” 

Vision 27 – The Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} dislikes tobacco 

My father informed me, 

‘From amongst my friends there was a person who did not 

consume tobacco but he had this organised for his guests. 

Therefore, he saw the Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} [either in a dream or in 

reality], approaching him when suddenly he turned around 

and left. As soon as the Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} quickened his pace this 

person also ran and said, “O Messenger of Allah {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص}! What 
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is my fault?” He {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} replied, “There is a Hookah
11

 in your 

house and this is not pleasing to us” 

Vision 28 – A scholar who consumed tobacco 

My father said, 

‘There were two pious individuals; one was a worshipper and 

a scholar whereas the other one was only a worshipper. Both 

of them beheld the Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} in their dreams on the same 

night. The worshipper was granted permission to enter the 

sanctified gathering of the Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} but the scholarly 

worshipper was denied access. The worshipper saw this and 

asked the people inside the gathering for its reason. He was 

told that the scholar consumes tobacco and tobacco is disliked 

by the Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص}. The following morning, this worshipper 

came to the scholar and saw that the he was crying bitterly 

due to this incident. The worshipper informed him the reason 

for the denial and the scholar spontaneously repented from the 

practice of smoking tobacco. The following night both 

individuals saw the same dream and this time the scholar was 

granted permission to enter. The Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} blessed him 

with his nearness.  

Vision 29 – Hadrat Ali ه
 

 is an arbitrator ر يض ا هلل اعتيل عن

My noble uncle, Shaykh Abu Rida {مة ا هلل هيلع
ح
  ,informed me ,{ر 

                                                           
11

 A Hookah or Shisha is form of single- or multi-stemmed 
instrument for vaporizing and smoking tobacco   
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‘I once had a dream in which I saw I was walking on a 

lonesome path. Suddenly an individual indicated towards me 

to come near him and said, ‘O you, I am Ali. I have been sent 

by the Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} to take you in his presence.’ As we both 

reached the presence of the Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص}, Hadrat Ali { ر يض ا هلل اعتيل

ه

 

 {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} took hold of my hand and presented it to the Prophet {عن

and said, “O Messenger of Allah! This is the hand of Abu Ar-

Rida Muhammad.” So the Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} accepted my hand in 

allegiance. Then Hadrat Ali {ه
 

 said, “I am an {ر يض ا هلل اعتيل عن

arbitrator between the Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} and the friends of 

Allah!” When he said these words he was indicating towards 

you [Shah Waliyullah]. Thereafter, he taught me some 

supplications and incantations.’    

Vision 30 – The spirituality of Shaykh Abu Rida مة ا هلل هيلع
ح
 ر 

My noble uncle informed me,  

‘I beheld the Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} in a dream and he continuously 

blessed me with his nearness, until such a time that my 

existence was annihilated in his existence.’ 

Vision 31 – The plea of Shaykh Qashhaashi مة ا هلل هيلع
ح
 ر 

Shaykh Abu Taahir {مة ا هلل هيلع
ح
 informed me about Shaykh {ر 

Qashhaashi {مة ا هلل هيلع
ح
 that once he wrote a complaint about his {ر 

difficult situation to the Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص}. He wrote it in these 

words, 

“O Messenger of Allah {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص}! Are you not more close to me 

than this plea? By the nearness that I have attained from you, 
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you have helped me before I was far apart and due to this 

nearness you have eased my worldly and religious difficulties. 

And who can be more beloved to me than you?” 

Six months later, in a dream Sayyid Muhamamd Alawi { ر حمة ا هلل

  ,who told him {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} saw the Prophet {هيلع

“Give my greetings to Ahmad Qashhaashi and good news of 

my intercession!” 

The following night he again beheld the Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} who 

told him,  

 “Give my greetings to Ahmad Qashhaashi and inform him 

that he will reside with me in Paradise!” 

Vision 32 – Special honour of Shaykh Nakhli { مة ا هلل هيلعر 
ح } 

Shaykh Abu Taahir {مة ا هلل هيلع
ح
 narrates from Shaykh Ahmad {ر 

Nakhli {مة ا هلل هيلع
ح
  ,who said {ر 

‘Shaykh Isa bin Kinaan Khalwati {مة ا هلل هيلع
ح
 ordered me to {ر 

proceed to Makkah Al-Mukarrama to supervise on his behalf 

on the affairs of discipleship, so that the disciples of the 

Khalwatiya spiritual order may gather by me after the 

Tahajjud prayers to learn of his certain supplications and 

incantations. The reality of the matter was that my heart was 

more inclined towards the Naqshbandi spiritual order. 

Therefore I was troubled by this prospect that on one side the 

command of Shaykh Isa is binding meanwhile my heart is not 

inclined towards it. Therefore I performed the consultation 

prayer [istikhaara] and placed the personality of the Prophet 
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 as my arbitrator. That very year, Allah Ta’ala bestowed {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص}

me with the sight of the Prophet of Allah {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص}. In Madina Al-

Munawwar, I saw in a dream, on a day of Jumuah before the 

Jumuah prayer, that I was present in the Raudha of the 

Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} near his head side – situated between the pulpit 

and the noble grave. I see that the Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} and his four 

Caliphs are present in that portion of the mosque which was 

extended by Hadrat Uthmaan {ه
 

 I quickly proceeded .{ر يض ا هلل اعتيل عن

to meet the Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} whereby I kissed his noble hands 

and thereafter I kissed the hands of his four rightly guided 

Caliphs. Thereafter the Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} held me with his right 

hand and led me towards the blessed Raudha. The four 

Caliphs also accompanied us. I saw by the head side of the 

noble grave there is a new beautiful prayer mat which is 

generally placed in the prayer niche of the Mihraab. He {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} 

said, ‘This is the prayer mat of Shaykh Taaj and you should sit 

on it.’     

Shaykh Taaj مة ا هلل هيلع
ح
 may Allah Ta’ala grant us success] ر 

through him] was a pious saint and a knower of Allah. He 

stayed a long time in Makkah until 1040 AH when he passed 

away.  

Shaykh Ahmad Nakhli  {مة ا هلل هيلع
ح
 {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} mentions, ‘The Prophet {ر 

is a spiritual mentor of every Muslim but this was a special 

honour for me. Shaykh Ahmad Nakhli  {مة ا هلل هيلع
ح
 bestowed his {ر 

robe of honour to Shaykh Abu Taahir {مة ا هلل هيلع
ح
 and he in turn {ر 

bestowed this humble mendicant [Shah Waliyullah] with the 

robe and permission.   
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Vision 33 – Is Bukhari Sharif authentic? 

I was informed by Shaykh Abu Taahir {مة ا هلل هيلع
ح
 who narrates {ر 

from Shaykh Ahmad Nakhli {مة ا هلل هيلع
ح
 and he narrates from his {ر 

Shaykh, Sayyid Ahmad bin Abdul Qaadir {مة ا هلل هيلع
ح
 who {ر 

reports from Shaykh Jamaaluddin Qayrwaani {مة ا هلل هيلع
ح
 and he ,{ر 

narrates from his spiritual master, Shaykh Yahya Khattaab Al-

Maaliki {مة ا هلل هيلع
ح
 He narrates from his uncle, Shaykh Barkaat .{ر 

Khattaab Al-Maaliki {مة ا هلل هيلع
ح
 who narrates from his father and {ر 

he relates from his father, Shaykh Muhammad Abdur 

Rahmaan Al-Khattaab {مة ا هلل هيلع
ح
 the commentator of – {ر 

Mukhtasar Al-Khalil. 

He said,  

“We proceeded with our Shaykh, Abdul Mu’ti Tawnswi { ر حمة ا هلل

 As we reached near the  .{ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} to visit the Prophet ,{هيلع

Raudha we became bare footed. Our Shaykh Abdul Mu’ti 

would take a few steps and thereafter stop in his tracks. 

Hence, he reached the Raudha in this state. At the noble 

Raudha he said such things which were beyond our 

understanding. When we returned we asked the Shaykh about 

his style of walking. So he said, ‘I was seeking permission 

from the Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} at every step. If I received it, I would 

take a step otherwise I would stop. In this way, I reached his 

sanctified court. Then I asked him, “O Messenger of Allah! 

The narrations of you from Bukhari, are they authentic?” He 

 replied, “Yes, they are authentic.” So I requested, “May {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص}

I narrate those narrations from you?” At which the Prophet 

  ”.replied, “Yes you may do so {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص}
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Hence, Shaykh Abdul Mu’ti {مة ا هلل هيلع
ح
 granted Shaykh {ر 

Muhammad Khattaab {مة ا هلل هيلع
ح
 this permission to narrate and {ر 

he in turn granted permission to others. Therefore, Shaykh 

Ahmad bin Abdul Qaadir issued the permission to Shaykh 

Nakhli {مة ا هلل هيلع
ح
 .to narrate with this chain of transmission {ر 

Shaykh Nakhli issued Shaykh Abu Taahir {مة ا هلل هيلع
ح
 with this {ر 

permission who in turn issued me with this permission.    

I have seen in the writings of Shaykh Abd Al Haq Muhaddith 

Dehlawi {مة ا هلل هيلع
ح
 this very chain of transmission. There is an {ر 

addition to this in his writing that Shaykh Abdul Mu’ti { ر حمة ا هلل

 asked about the authenticity of both Bukhari and Muslim {هيلع

narrations and the Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} affirmed the authenticity of 

both literatures and issued permission to narrate them.  

Vision 34 – The permission from the Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} 

Shaykh Abu Taahir {مة ا هلل هيلع
ح
 informed me that Shaykh Ahmad {ر 

Nakhli {مة ا هلل هيلع
ح
 related to him, and Baabili narrated to the {ر 

Shaykh from Saalim, who narrates from Najm Ghayti that he 

quotes the words of Shaykh Shams Muhammad ibn 

Muhammad ibn Al-Uthmaani {مة ا هلل هيلع
ح
 ,{ر 

‘I saw the Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} in a dream in Makkah Al-

Mukarrama. He recited the beginning portion of Surah Nahl 

and issued permission to recite Surah Nahl and the entire 

Qur’an.’ 

Shaykh Abu Taahir {مة ا هلل هيلع
ح
 has granted me with this {ر 

permission.  
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Vision 35 – The Mushaabika handshake 

Sayyid Umar ibn Shaykh Abdullah ibn Saalim {مة ا هلل هيلع
ح
 shook {ر 

hands with me in the form of mushaabika
12

, and he shook 

hands with his grandfather, and he shook hands with Shaykh 

Muhammad ibn Sulayman {مة ا هلل هيلع
ح
 and he said, ‘Without a {ر 

doubt, the one who shakes hands with me will enter Paradise. 

This is because my spiritual master Shaykh Jazaairi { مة 
ح
ا هلل هيلعر  } 

said the same and shook hands with me and he was told the 

same from Shaykh Abu Uthmaan Muqri {مة ا هلل هيلع
ح
 who shook {ر 

hands with him. He shook hands with Shaykh Abu Saalim 

Taazi {مة ا هلل هيلع
ح
مة ا هلل هيلع} and he from Sayyid Salih Zumaawi {ر 

ح
 {ر 

and he shook hands from Azaaldin ibn Jama’at {مة ا هلل هيلع
ح
 and {ر 

he from Shaykh Muhammad Shireen {مة ا هلل هيلع
ح
 The latter .{ر 

shook hands with Shaykh Sa’duddin Za’afraani {مة ا هلل هيلع
ح
 and {ر 

he shook hands with his father, Shaykh Mahmood Za’afraani 

{  
ح
مة ا هلل هيلعر  }. He shook hands with Abu Bakr Sawaasi {مة ا هلل هيلع

ح
 and {ر 

Naasiruddin Ali ibn Abu Bakr Zun Noon Muleeti {مة ا هلل هيلع
ح
 .{ر 

Both of them shook hands with Muhammad ibn Ishaaq Al-

Qawnwi {مة ا هلل هيلع
ح
 and he shook hands with Shaykh al-Akbar {ر 

Muhiyuddeen ibn Al-Arabi {ه
 

 The latter shook hands .{ر يض ا هلل اعتيل عن

with Shaykh Ahmad ibn Mas’ood Shaddaad Al-Muqri 

Mawsili {مة ا هلل هيلع
ح
 who shook hands with Shaykh Ali ibn {ر 

Muhammad Al-Haaiki Al-Baasiri {مة ا هلل هيلع
ح
 And he shook .{ر 

hands with Shaykh Abul Hasan Baaghuzaai {مة ا هلل هيلع
ح
 ,who said {ر 

                                                           
12

 A method of handshake in which two individuals web each 

other’s fingers like a mesh and hold on tightly at the knuckles. This 

is done as an expression of love and compassion.   
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“I saw the Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} in a dream. He placed his fingers 

through my fingers and said, ‘O Ali, shake hands 

[mushaabika] with me! For, whoever does so, will enter 

Paradise! Whoever shakes hands with the person whose 

hands I shook will enter Paradise!’ In this way, he said so 

seven times and my eyes opened.”’ 

Vision 36 – Who is closest to Allah? 

Shaykh Abu Taahir {مة ا هلل هيلع
ح
 shook hands with me in a form of {ر 

mushaafiha
13

 and he shook hands with his father, Shaykh 

Ibraahim Kurdi {مة ا هلل هيلع
ح
 and he from Shaykh Ahmad {ر 

Qashhaashi {مة ا هلل هيلع
ح
 who shook hands with his spiritual {ر 

colleague – Shaykh Aham Al-Qaa’shdi Miqaati {مة ا هلل هيلع
ح
 He .{ر 

said,  

‘I saw in a dream that I am in the Raudha of the Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} 

along with my Shaykh, Ahmad Shanaawi {مة ا هلل هيلع
ح
 We .{ر 

greeted the noble Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} and my Shaykh asked him, 

“O Messenger of Allah! Who is the closest to Allah?” The 

Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} replied, “The one who annihilates his existence 

and attributes in the Divine Existence and Attributes of 

Allah.”’ 

I [Shah Waliyullah] say that this is the meaning behind the 

Hadith Qudsi in which Allah Ta’ala said, 

                                                           
13

 Another form of handshake that transpires when the Shaykh holds 

the hands of his special disciple in the state of the same spirituality 

as it was experienced which his own Shaykh experienced.   
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“When I begin to love my servant, I become his ears through 

which he hears”
14

 

Vision 37 – Reciting Surah al-Fatiha from the Prophet 

 {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص}

Shaykh Abu Taahir {مة ا هلل هيلع
ح
 shook hands with me in a form of {ر 

mushaafiha and he shook hands with his father, Shaykh 

Ibraahim Kurdi {مة ا هلل هيلع
ح
 ,who said {ر 

‘I studied Surah Fatiha and the beginning portion of Surah 

Baqarah from Shaykh Qashhaashi {مة ا هلل هيلع
ح
 in the same {ر 

manner in which he studied from the Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} in a 

dream.’ 

Vision 38 – Reciting Surah al-Zilzaal from the Prophet 

 {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص}

Shaykh Abu Taahir {مة ا هلل هيلع
ح
 shook hands with me in a form of {ر 

mushaafiha and he shook hands with his father, Shaykh 

Ibraahim Kurdi {مة ا هلل هيلع
ح
 ,who said {ر 

‘I studied Surah Zilzaal from the great scholar of Egypt – 

Shaykh Taqi Ad-Deen Abd Al Baaqi {مة ا هلل هيلع
ح
 in the same {ر 

manner as he studied it from the Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} in a dream.  

Vision 39 –Surah al-Kawthar 

Shaykh Abu Taahir {مة ا هلل هيلع
ح
 shook hands with me in a form of {ر 

mushaafiha and he shook hands with his father, Shaykh 

Ibraahim Kurdi {مة ا هلل هيلع
ح
 ,who said {ر 
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‘I narrate Surah Kawthar, in the form of recitation and 

listening, from the knower of Allah - Shaykh Muhammad ibn 

Muhammad Ad-Dimashqi {مة ا هلل هيلع
ح
 in the same manner which ;{ر 

he related from the Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} in a dream.  

Vision 40 – The Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} teaching Bukhari Sharif 

I have been informed by Shaykh Abu Taahir {مة ا هلل هيلع
ح
 he was ,{ر 

informed by his father who was informed by Shaykh 

Qashaashi {مة ا هلل هيلع
ح
 He was informed by Shaykh Shanaawi .{ر 

مة ا هلل هيلع}
ح
 and he was informed by his father. He was informed {ر 

by Shaykh Sha’raawi {مة ا هلل هيلع
ح
-and he was told by Shaykh Al {ر 

Islam Zakariyya {مة ا هلل هيلع
ح
 who was informed by Shaykh ,{ر 

Sharaf ad-Deen Abul Fatah Al-Maraaghi {مة ا هلل هيلع
ح
 He was .{ر 

told by Shaykh Sharaf Ad-Deen Ismail Al-Jabarti Az-Zubaydi 

Al-Uqayli {مة ا هلل هيلع
ح
 who was informed by Shaykh Ali ibn {ر 

Umar Al-Waani {مة ا هلل هيلع
ح
 The latter related from Shaykh .{ر 

Muhammad bin Ali bin Arabi {مة ا هلل هيلع
ح
 :who said {ر 

‘I saw in a dream that I am in Makkah Al-Mukarramah and 

the Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} is teaching the chapter of Jihaad from 

Bukhari Sharif to Muhammad bin Khalid Al-Talsitaani { ر حمة ا هلل

 When the teaching session was adjourned the Prophet .{هيلع

 faced the Yemeni corner of the Ka’aba and raised his {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص}

noble hands in supplication saying, 

“O Allah, we heeded to good words and have come to be 

cognizant. O Allah, always bestow upon us with tranquillity 

and well-being. Bestow our hearts with the wealth of piety 

and allow us to do those aspects with which You are 

pleased.” 
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Epilogue by the translator 

Dreams are a reality and they have a significant role in Islam. 

Sometimes dreams are baseless and more of an afterthought 

of a person who pictures the events of the day repeated; but 

sometimes dreams transpire with subtle interpretations and at 

times it indicates spiritual disclosure. If a person dreams of 

the Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} then it is indeed a good fortune because the 

Prophet {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} has stated:  

آِني َفِإنِّي َأَنا ُهَو َفِإنَُّه َلْيَس ِللشَّْيَطاِن َأْن َيَتَمثََّل ِبيَمْن َر   
“Whoever sees me [in a dream] then it is I, for indeed the 

Devil is not able to impersonate me”
15

 

 

Imam Ahmad Rida Al-Baraylawi {مة ا هلل هيلع
ح
 :said {ر 

Dream is of four categories: 

1. The events during the day that perturbed the heart. When 

one slept the consciousness inclined towards it and brought 

forth a replica of the worldly events through which the 

elements of imagination manifested. These types of dreams 

are futile and without any definition. The different form of 

humour is also included within these dreams such as a bilious 

fire or a water of phlegm. 

2. The second category is a dream that is planted by the devil. 

These are often terrifying [nightmares]. The devil scares the 

person or becomes mischievous with him in the dream. Such a 

person has been commanded not to share such dreams with 
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anyone so that the dream may not harm him. If one sees such 

a dream, then spittle lightly over the left side three times and 

recite the "I seek refuge" supplication [أعوذ باهلل من الشيطان الرجيم]. It 
is preferable to perform Wudhu and two units of 

supererogatory prayer [Nafl]. 

3. The third category is a dream that is inspired by an Angel. 

Past, present and future revelations are manifested within it 

but often it is veiled with ambiguity hence these [dreams] are 

dependent on interpretation. 

4. The fourth category is a dream that is established, without 

any intermediary, by the Lord of Might. These dreams are 

clear and explicit. They do not require any interpretations.
16

 

May Allah Ta’ala accept us from his pious servants!  

Yours in Islam 

Tehseen Raza Hamdani 

Nuri 
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The Messenger of Allah {ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص} said: 

“Whoever sees me in a dream, he surely has seen me, 

for the Devil cannot impersonate me” 

[Bukhari, Hadith no. 6121] 


